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WELCOME TO LAURELWOOD!

THIS YEAR HAS BEEN INTEREST-
ING TO SAY THE LEAST. There have 
been a lot of changes both in our city and across 

the nation. In this year’s annual magazine, we wanted to  
explore both the ups and the downs. The spotlight article 
on Latino Memphis aims to open up dialogue about the 
issues facing the Latin community in the Mid-South  
and show the tremendous asset it brings Memphis. We 
took a trip down to Oxford, Mississippi, to illustrate  
the beauty of the college town amidst a season of change  
for Rebel fans.

Among these changes, there have been exciting develop-
ments right here in Laurelwood, with the renovation of 
our store-fronts and a new bookstore and restaurant to 
serve the community with unique offerings. We’ve also 
welcomed new merchants to our family at the northwest 
corner of Poplar Avenue and Perkins Road to better serve 
our shoppers.

Through it all, the staples of the publication remain the 
constant, and we are thrilled to bring you the latest in  
music, fashion, and interiors for the fourth year in a  
row. Our hope is that the articles in this magazine spark 
meaningful conversations and highlight the joys of being  
a Memphian. 

Sincerely,

Tom Prewitt
President 
Laurelwood Shopping Center

Cory Prewitt
Chief Operating Officer and Marketing Coordinator 
Laurelwood Shopping Center

LETTER

Laurelwood  |  400 Grove Park Road  |  Memphis, TN
901-767-4640   |   jamesdavisstore.com



387 Perkins Extd, Memphis, TN 38117
901-800-2656 • libroatlaurelwood.com

[ ]

A novel  idea for 

lunch or dinner!
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CHARITIES

COME TOGETHER
by ANNA COX THOMPSON

ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL TRAITS 
OF AMERICA IS DIVERSE CULTURES 
BLENDING TOGETHER AS ONE. Like 

puzzle pieces, we all fit together to create a bigger picture, a picture 
that is more pronounced than any of the individual pieces. But 
until each piece finds its perfect fit, it can be a struggle. Imagine 
moving to a new place in search of opportunity and finding the 
perfect fit. A place that makes you feel welcome even in the midst 
of so much change, fear and uncertainty. Memphis has become 
that ‘home base’ for thousands of people, many of whom cross 
your path every day. Latino Memphis is providing invaluable 
resources to this population to not only better the lives of Latinos 
but Memphis as a whole.  
 “It’s fascinating when you look at the latino community in 
Memphis, it’s the fastest growing segment of the population,” says 

Mauricio Calvo, executive director of Latino Memphis. “I often 
say that even though we work with Latinos, we work for Memphis. 
Everybody is important. The investments that we make today 
will have immense return on investment in how this community 
changes for the better.”  
 With more than 80,000 Latinos in the Mid-South area coming 
from 21 different countries, there are a lot of intersections, but 
there are also a lot of opportunities. “We have Latinos who are jew-
ish, black, white, doctors, and working in restaurants,” says Calvo. 
“Unfortunately, the reality is that many Latinos do live in poverty 
in our area, like many other Memphians. Our commitment to 
Memphis is to move that needle. We take a holistic approach to 
the challenge. How do we turn this around? We can’t do it alone. 
We rely on our community partners and try to work with as many 
people as possible. Everything is important to us and we want to 
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be important to everyone else, but you have to be at the table [to 
make a difference].” 
 The organization’s ‘holistic approach’ is evident through their 
diversity of events, hosting everything from leadership luncheons 
and cultural festivals to cocktail parties and workshops. There is 
something for everyone, and for every Memphian. “One thing I 
will always take a lot of pride in is the diversity of our events,” says 
Calvo. “We work really hard to bring people together for all of 
these reasons. Through art, through 
culture, through fun, to find out that 
all of these things make our city better. 
I love that Laurelwood brings people 
downtown for Dia de Los Muertos. 
It’s a celebration of life - think of it 
like Memorial Day. We’re not talking 
about immigration or poverty but it’s 
an opportunity to say let’s celebrate 
culture together. Then we can talk 
about the other things later.” Those 
other things are what drives Latino 
Memphis forward to make meaningful, lasting changes. Their four 
main programs hinge on providing resources for the main issues at 
hand in the Latino community — a place for information, immi-
gration assistance, college access, and civic engagement.  
 El Centro, or “The Center” is a hub of information for those 
living in Memphis. “[El Centro] allows us to keep a pulse on the 
community because we’re connecting them with other things in 

Memphis,” says Calvo. “This includes everything from doctors and 
housing to education. It’s a safe place in their own language that’s 
welcoming to share information and information is power.”  
 It’s through this center that they recognized another main need: 
immigration assistance. “We were always referring individuals to 
attorneys who are typically very expensive, so three years ago we 
created our own immigration facility. Today we have four full-time 
attorneys on staff. This allows us to provide affordable access to legal 

representation. We believe people have 
the right to legal representation, but 
there are so many barriers. Hopefully, 
we’re taking one more barrier down.” 
   The third component, college access, 
grew organically after gathering and 
reviewing statistics. With less than 
20 percent of Latinos in Tennessee 
having a college degree, they knew it 
was time for a change. “We realized 
by looking at the data and listening 
to clients, that many Latinos are 

working very hard like many Memphians, but we’re lagging behind 
on educational achievements,” Calvo explains. “It’s the history of 
this country that immigrants come, and their children live better 
than their parents, not only financially but in the quality of life. But 
many Latinos are being brought up here without that trend, and 
it’s because of the lack of educational attainment. We believe that 
doing something beyond high school is a game changer. First we 

“One thing I will always take a lot of 
pride in is the diversity of our events,” 
says Calvo. “We work really hard to 
bring people together for all of these 

reasons. Through art, through culture, 
through fun, to find out that all of  
these things make our city better.”
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have to ensure Latinos graduate high school, but then we need to 
make sure they have a pathway to a job that will be not only good 
for them but for the Memphis economy. We want them to have a 
lifestyle they want, and education is changing that.” 
 The final piece of the puzzle is more complex, multi-pronged, 
and will likely be an ongoing conversation. Civic engagement is a 
crucial resource for immigrants, particularly in the past few years. 
Latino Memphis is positioning leaders and lobbying for a better fu-
ture as well as a better today. “The current administration has been 
explicit about our community,” Calvo says. “We should be building 
together for all the reasons I’ve already spoken about - people are 
people. I recognize that some people have broken the law, but sepa-
rating families is not the way to fix that. We have created our fourth 
program as an initiative to respond to that. It’s called ‘bienvenidos’ 
which means ‘welcome.’ It’s about how we can make Memphis a 
more welcoming place, I say ‘more’ because I think it already is, but 
there is always room for improvement.” This means expanding their 
legal team with a special emphasis on immigration in an effort to 
defend and protect families here in the U.S. They’re also engaging 
the community and those willing to advocate and pushing and 
promoting laws that are helpful for immigrants. 
 Calvo stresses that Latino Memphis is for everyone and that 
working together is essential to making Memphis better and more 
diverse. Latino Memphis’ work is as important as policy but it’s as 
simple as being inclusive at events. He says the criticism they get 
most often is that they’re separating themselves by only supporting 
one group. His response? “All of our events are open to everyone. 

We would be incomplete without one another. I would like for 
people to know that Latinos love Memphis. They could choose to 
live somewhere else, and we need to continue to appreciate what 
diversity brings to our city. If the Chamber said that they had a 
company that would bring 2,000 people here tomorrow, we’d all 
be super excited. We have 80,000 Latinos already here  — living, 
shopping, and working. We need to embrace and celebrate that.” 
 Further, Calvo has immense hope for the future of Memphis and 
the inclusiveness he’s already experienced. “I foresee that people 
could have more mixed marriages as we grow and change in the 
future. Who knows? My grandkids may not even identify as Latino, 
but I hope that they have access and opportunities to whatever they 
want to do. If we can just help with that, it would be awesome.” u
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We welcome you to visit our Laurelwood Shopping  
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by SHOSHANA CENKER

LIFESTYLE B History

Partnering with longtime project designer, Jack Rainey 
of Rainey Contract Design, Laurelwood’s renovation 
began in January 2017 and wrapped up in June. 

“We work on an existing structure to give it a ‘facelift’ 
or remodel – not new construction projects. Our focus 
for Laurelwood was in how we apply design work to 
this project,” says Rainey, who’s been in the business 
for 40 years. “When we start on a project like this, we’ll 
do several concept drawings in color and review the 
options with management and the board of directors. 
In this case, once Laurelwood’s board and management 
all agreed on a concept and approved the project, we 
refined the drawings and began working out the exact 
details including the colors, stonework, awnings, etc. 
And it’s also a step-by-step process throughout the 
project that’s approved as we go along. When you 
involve the board and management on the front end 
and keep them involved, everyone stays happy – there 
are no surprises. That’s the secret of keeping everything 
in good balance.”

“Jack has been great to work with,” adds Prewitt. 
“We’ve been on the same page since day one. We knew 
what we wanted and we did it.”

Each of the impressive upgrades was well-thought-out 
to make sure it highlighted the type of sophisticated 
shopping center Laurelwood represents. “Laurelwood 
is a unique and charming destination. It’s a premiere 
shopping center, which the design emphasizes,” 
explains Rainey. “To update the overall presentation 
and provide tenants flattering storefronts, we used 
gray, white and black paint colors. The grey stone-
work on the columns is a new European dimension 
that provides textured casualness to the façade of the 
buildings. I think it offers a nice, familiar feel. We also 
added lights to the columns that highlight this archi-
tectural feature. When the lights come on at night and 
shine up and down the columns, they create a neat 
shape. Laurelwood’s building doesn’t require ornate 
work to look classy.”

A New
Modern  Look

Laurelwood Shopping Center is sporting an incredible new look thanks to a  

$1M renovation. “The Center was built in 1961, and it’s never had a total  

renovation. There’s been nothing done on this scope. We saw there was room  

for improvement to the building, and this was a major overhaul,” says  

Cory Prewitt, Laurelwood Shopping Center’s Chief Operating Officer.  

“We wanted a look that was more clean, contemporary and modern.”
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“Instead of continually spending money to repair the outdated 
awnings,” adds Prewitt, “we added new angular awnings that aren’t 
so bulky.”

Although the construction repairs went on for several months, the 
crew made sure there was little impact on shoppers and tenants. 
“There weren’t any issues, really. Not too much blowback from 
tenants,” says Prewitt. “We tried to paint before stores opened each 
day, for example, so we wouldn’t cut their sales. We take good care 
of our tenants. An advantage to having our business office onsite is 
that tenants can come in and talk to me. And we didn’t receive any 
calls from customers.”

“We tried to keep equipment out of the way of customers as much 
as possible, while still keeping to the completion schedule,” adds 
Jack. “We had great contractors and subcontractors. Everyone was 
cooperative. Working well together is not an easy task. And the 
process with management went smoothly.”

The renovation also allowed for new tenants to join Laurelwood. 
“We signed with a new book store called Novel, which opened in 

August,” says Prewitt. “And we’re talking with other new tenants 
that will be joining us soon.”

When the project wrapped, it was obvious that this renovation was not 
only a success, but also a great addition to the overall improvements 
being made across the city of Memphis. “I have yet to be told from 
anyone that they don’t like it. Everybody agrees, it’s a positive upgrade, 
and people are absolutely happy with how it turned out,” says Prewitt 
happily. “One of the best aspects of the reno was that Laurelwood didn’t 
have to borrow any money for this project. We didn’t take on any debt; 
we’d been saving the money in anticipation for months.” 

“Our city is awesome and I think it’s becoming the best version 
of itself with all the developments around town. Lots of positive 
things have been happening, and we wanted to add to that landscape 
with our upgrade. Memphis is my city and I care about it,” he 
says. “What’s the point of making money if you don’t do some-
thing good with it? Laurelwood isn’t only adept at listening to the 
community and opening exciting tenants, it also supports only local 
charities with all of its marketing efforts. The future for Laurelwood 
Shopping Center and Memphis sure looks bright.” u

Laurelwood is a unique 
and charming desti-
nation. It’s a premiere 
shopping center, which 
the design emphasizes.”

“
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Wby ANNA COX THOMPSON

LIFESTYLE B Dining

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU SAT DOWN WITH A 
GOOD BOOK AND A TASTY DISH? More often than not, it’s hard 
for people to slow down to indulge in this creative pastime these days. It seems 
like a novelty, which ironically enough, fits perfectly. Libro, the cafe inside the new 
bookstore, Novel., aims to make this little slice of relaxation part of the new norm. 
 Owner Sabine Bachmann knows a thing or two about creating this type of 
atmosphere. With two successful restaurants in the Memphis area, Fratelli’s and 
Ecco, she’s sure to complete her trifecta with Libro. “I’m from Germany and have 
spent time in Italy as well,” Bachmann says. “My former husband started import-
ing wines from Italy in a little wholesale company here in Memphis, which he 
eventually sold. But I had worked with him, so I decided to work for a wholesaler 
here selling wines to stores and restaurants. I’d always wanted to have my own 
business, so I started a little something.” That little something morphed into what 
is now Fratelli’s located inside Memphis Botanic Garden. 
 “My oldest son, Armando, had decided that he wanted to cook for a living,” she 
says. “He started working at Sweet Grass and did well there, so when I started this 
new restaurant, I asked him to come and cook. He loved that opportunity so we 
started Ecco in 2014. We have been looking around for something more down-
town as another location. But then in May, John Vergos came to Ecco and wanted 
to talk to me about possibly moving into the former Booksellers. I thought it was 

How a new bookstore restaurant, 
Libro, hopes to remind Memphians 

how to slow down and get away.

Making Novelty the  

Norm
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I absolutely think there’s a  
connection between the comfort  
of books and the comfort of food.”“
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a great idea, and it would be a great fit for us. They’re a great group 
of investors, and they have a great mission. I thought it would 
work for us, and the location was perfect, so here we are.”
 For the Bachmanns, it’s a family business, and each person has 
a responsibility to uphold. “Armando is also going to be the head 
chef here at Libro. He’ll be back and forth between the restuarants, 
and my second son, John-Paul, is the general manager at both 
[Ecco and Libro]. He graduated from the University of Memphis 
with a degree in Business Management, and it was a no-brainer,” 
she says with a laugh. “He implemented so many things at Ecco 
that were really important, and Armando went to Italy to study 
cuisine for four months this year as well. He came back with a lot 
of great influences. Both of them really do a great job.”
 The concept of Libro is a cafe to serve up small plates for a bite 
to eat while browsing the unique book selection at Novel. While 
there is a standard of quality and service that will be replicated be-
tween all of Bachmann’s restaurants, don’t look for the same menu 
items. “I think there’s always room and an opportunity in Mem-
phis for something that’s fresh and homemade,” says Bachmann. 
“We make our own pasta and bread, and I felt like this would 
really work in that place. It will be a different experience at each 
restaurant. I think Ecco is more of a dinner destination. Right now 
the plan for Libro is to close at 8 p.m. which gives people time to 
come for an early dinner. We will have lunch items running all day 
long. If we feel that people want to stay later, then we’ll stay open 
longer, but we’ll play it by ear. We’re going to try to slowly install 

homemade desserts as well. Eventually, we’re going to make our 
own gelato. In Europe, it’s a tradition to have a nice cup of coffee 
and a dessert around four o’clock, similar to British tea time. In 
Germany that’s what you do, too, and they’re usually pretty posh 
places. We’re going to try to do something similar with a variety of 
coffees and homemade desserts.” 
 Though carefully crafting a menu is at the top of the list, the 
overall atmosphere is highly important to Bachmann as well. “I 
love to see when people come into a place and they spot someone 
they haven’t seen in awhile. It’s the community aspect of a restau-
rant that brings people together unlike any other. Creating this 
moment for people to get away from it all for a little bit and also 
seeing people and reconnecting is special for me. I absolutely think 
there’s a connection between the comfort of books and the comfort 
of food. There was a bar there before, and we’re making a wine and 
champagne bar because I can really see people grabbing a glass of 
wine and looking at books. Sitting down, reading a book, having 
a drink, I think it’s all going to tie together. That whole relaxed 
atmosphere of enjoying a good book and eating or drinking after 
or before is perfect.”
 When asked about the impact of bringing new life back into the 
bookstore, Bachmann says, “I’m overwhelmed by the nice messages 
people have sent thanking all of us for coming into the space.  
The reception from Memphis is great, and we’re all so excited. The 
selection of books is amazing. It’s exciting to be part of something 
like this.” u
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by ANNA COX THOMPSON

LIFESTYLE B Wellness

When you think of the term “total wellness,” the first 
thing that jumps to your mind might be the obvious 
such as food choices, nutrition, or daily physical activity. 

While these things certainly qualify, there are others that require 
frequent tending as well —— financial wellness, mental strength, 
and even adapting your living situation. Your environment can 
have a huge impact on your attitude and the yogis at Hot Yoga 
Plus want every aspect of your life to be well.
 With six studios spanning the south, Susannah Herring knows 
a thing or two about keeping both mind and body on track. “I 
started around 10 years ago at Bikram Yoga Memphis,” says Her-
ring, Director of Hot Yoga Plus (HYP). “I had tried it before, after 
college, but never really liked it. But when I was in a tough spot 
in my life and really needed something, I went back and loved it. 
That started a journey that landed me here.”
 For Herring and the others instructors at HYP, finding your center 
is as much about balance as it is giving back to the community 
around you. So much so that each HYP studio hosts regular events 
within their cities. In Memphis, that means you can experience a 
great workout, get to know friendly faces and sip a cold local brew 
all at the same time. “We have various karma classes around town 
to benefit different charities like benefitting the Church Health 
Center with a class at Wiseacre,” says Rachel Russ, manager at HYP. 
“We’ve been a part of ‘Yoga Gives,’ and we were the top fundraiser 
for St. Jude two years ago. One of our students just lost his daughter 
to a very rare degenerative brain disease, and the Kemmons Wilson 
Center for Good Grief was huge throughout their walk. We’re going 
to do something to benefit them in honor of his daughter. We also 
assisted the Forrest Spence Fund in June 2017.” Herring adds, “In 
Nashville we do something called ‘Yoga on the Field’ benefitting 
Souls4Souls where we do a class on the Titans’ field. It’s awesome! 
We have like a thousand people. We talked about doing it here at 
AutoZone Park. It’s a huge, fun event.” 
 While they are enthusiastic about supporting their communi-
ty, they’re also passionate about opening up their doors during the 
Christmas holidays to those in need. “Every year during the month of 
December, we offer free yoga to anyone who is grieving,” says Herring. 
“You can literally walk in and ask for the ‘grief special’ and it’s free to 
anyone, no questions asked. We do it at all of our studios, and you can 

practice all month. It’s in honor of my mom. We’ve gotten really good 
feedback. We probably get the most response on this than anything we 
do all year,” Herring says with a smile. “It’s meaningful. The crazy thing, 
too, is that as the owner, it was initially nerve-wracking. We started out 
doing it for a week then extended it to a month. I was nervous about 
the financial impact, but we had a great December. People want to give 
to you because you’re giving to them, and it’s karma and the ‘reap what 
you sow’ mentality tied into one.”
 When Herring and Russ extend the offer for anyone to attend classes 
or events, it’s out of a genuine desire to benefit others. Herring went so 
far as to write being “welcoming, warm and friendly” into the mission 
of her business culture. “Anyone who walks in, no matter shape, size, 
gender, color, feels like we’re going to help them find a class,” she says. 
“Whatever your fear is of yoga, we’re here to walk you through it. It’s 
not as scary as you make it in your head. There are no exclusions here. 
We’ve had every kind of person come through our doors. We just want 
to be friendly because we know it can be intimidating to walk into a 
new studio, and we believe in the benefits of yoga for everyone. We 
have a very diverse group of people. The community is really unbeliev-
able. Laurelwood is the perfect location for us, too. All of the tenants 
are supportive of each other, Cory is very supportive of the tenants, and 
it feels like a really good place to be. I’ve got six other locations and this 
one is so unique. He’s a cheerleader for the whole shopping center”  
says Herring. 
 So whether you can do a scorpion handstand or you’re more 
comfortable in child’s pose, Hot Yoga Plus has something to offer, 
and you’ll have some fun along the journey to total wellness. u

26 |  L AU R E LW O O D  m a g a z i n e

Health and Wellness

MIND WHAT 
MATTERS

Locally owned and sta�ed by people 
  passionate about running and �tness.  

Lorem ipsum

4530 Poplar Ave. #102, Memphis
901.761.0078

www.�eetfeetmemphis.com

Forrest Spence event



Locally owned and sta�ed by people 
  passionate about running and �tness.  

Lorem ipsum

4530 Poplar Ave. #102, Memphis
901.761.0078

www.�eetfeetmemphis.com



Where Memphis 
finds harmony. 
8 HOTYOGAPLUS.COM 



426 SOUTH GROVE PARK RD.
MEMPHIS, TN 38117
901.767.8437
www.Q4Fitness.com
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by ANNA COX THOMPSON

LIFESTYLE B Travel

The second half of 2017 ushered in a season of change 
for the beloved college town. Along with cherished 
pastimes and new faces on the Ole Miss campus, came 

a period of regrowth. Don’t be fooled, though. If they were ever 
considered down, they won’t stay there for long. If there’s one 
thing you can count on, it’s that they’ll always remain true to 
their roots and quickly bounce back.

The city, the University, and the fan-base are all known for a 
strong legacy of time-honored traditions — with everything 
from William Faulkner’s historic home and The Grove to the 
idyllic nature of the town being featured in publications across 
the United States. Adding to the charm, the community comes 
together to support tenants who have set up shop on The 
Square for decades, as well as welcome newcomers with events 
like the annual Double Decker Arts Festival every spring.

Whether you’re coming for the day or looking for a getaway, 
Oxford has something for everyone — history, night life, great 
grub, and plenty of outdoor space to explore. So the only  
question is: Are you ready? u

OUR NEIGHBOR
TO THE SOUTH  
Oxford, MS
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Needing a sweet treat? Look no further than Holli’s Sweet Tooth just off the square. The kids, young 
and old, will love the offering of ice cream and candy. • Founded in 1979 by Richard and Lisa Howorth, Square Books is a general 
bookstore located on the historic town square in Oxford, Mississippi. With three stores and over 10,000 square feet on the square, 
all readers will find something to their liking. • Bottletree Bakery is a great place to start the day. • Rowan Oak, also known as  
William Faulkner House, is William Faulkner’s former home. It is a primitive Greek Revival house built in the 1840s by Robert Sheegog.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Stop and stay a while at 
Graduate Oxford. Grab a cocktail at their rooftop ‘cock-
tail roost,’ The Coop, overlooking the square. The bright 
colors and eclectic decor can’t be topped. • The famed 
City Grocery offers an array of delicious menu options, 
and they even cater for home-game tailgating. •  Step 
back in time to a period of grand elegance and Southern 
charm at Chancellor’s House. This luxury hotel offers 
top-of-the-line amenities as well as meeting and event 
spaces. • Just off the square, Saint Leo offers a small, 
high-end yet casual atmosphere to enjoy their seasonal 
menu and craft cocktails. 
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LAURELWOOD    

4568 POPLAR AVE   (901) 767-KING
KINGFURSANDFINEJEWELRY.COM

Fine Jewelry  
at Memphis’
Best Values

Visit King for great values on fine jewelry, including fashion 
gemstones, bridal, gold and diamond jewelry, custom 
design and loose diamonds, featuring the most sought-after 
designers from around the world, plus on-site jewelry repair.

LAURELWOOD    

4568 POPLAR AVE   (901) 767-KING
KINGFURSANDFINEJEWELRY.COM

Fine Furs  
at Memphis’
Best Values

Visit King for the best values and styles on fine fur coats, 
jackets, strollers, vests, capes, hats and accessories. Let 
King’s master furriers clean, condition, or restyle your fur, 
and store your fur in King’s on-site refrigerated vault. 
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CULTURE B New In Town

THE SHOP AROUND THE 

How Memphis rallied behind an  
independent bookstore to not only  

ensure it survived, but thrived.
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by ANNA COX THOMPSON

When news broke in early 2017 that the Booksellers 
at Laurelwood would shut its doors, the commu-
nity was equal parts disappointed and angry. What 

did this mean for the future of local authors? Would corpora-
tions really win out over independent bookstores? Thankfully, 
in this city, the answer is no.
 
“Our loyal customers were the ones who saved us,” says Eddie 
Burton, general manager at Novel. “They rose up and said 
Memphis can’t be without an independent bookstore. Even 
before we closed the doors they came in and asked what they 
could do. We owe it all to our investors and the local com-
munity who saw the importance and kept us alive. Matthew 
Crow, John Vergos, Christy Yarbro were there from the begin-
ning along with a woman who works for us, Wilson Robbins. 
We were also able to bring back 20 of our staff members. It’s 
important in so many different ways. Without an independent 
bookstore, you wouldn’t have all of the author signings we 
have, the community meeting place, or a room like this where 
people can gather to discuss local issues. Our goal for the last 
32 years has been to be a community resource. We work with 
local schools and non-profits, and probably our main focus is 
what the community needs and wants. I’m happy to say our 
community agreed.”

Frequent shoppers might notice a few things have changed 
along with the name and layout of the space, which now 
includes a 1,500-square-foot event space. “We used to have 
our buyers off-site in Cincinnati, and now we do 100 percent 
of our buying right here in the building,” says Burton. “People 
who have been with us for 15 to 20 years are doing the pur-
chasing, so they know what our community reads and what 
kind of non-book merchandise they’re looking to buy. We do 
everything locally now. Our home office is right here.”

Greeted with a warm reception upon opening in mid-August, 
the staff at Novel is excited to get back into the swing of things 
and continue to serve the community. As of late September, 
there had already been a handful of author signings, complete 
with autographs on the event space wall. “The community has 
been very supportive and patient with us,” says Burton. “Every 
week we’re getting closer to where we want to be. I want the 
community to know how grateful we are; we wouldn’t be here 
without them. Every move we make is with them in mind, so 
thank you and stay tuned.” u

Corner
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CULTURE B Music

This past April, four distinct local bands played to packed crowds of about 200 peo-
ple per show: Blind Mississippi Morris, The Brennan Villines Trio, AIRSIDE and 
The Mighty Souls Brass Band. “I keep seeing repeat audience members – people 

expect the Unplugged Series now. And I’m a fan of these bands, too, I get excited! I appre-
ciate the music,” says Laurelwood’s Chief Operating Officer, Cory Prewitt, who started this 
popular event about six years ago. “I’m a musician as well, and years ago, I was thinking 
about the things that make Memphis special and local music certainly fits that bill. It just 
made sense. We have so much good local talent that people rarely see.”

Working with Resource Entertainment to book acts, interesting local bands and singers are 
scouted around town and invited to perform. “We take into account who our audience is, 
the smaller, more intimate courtyard space near Panera Bread, and that the concerts are on 
Thursday evenings, so it can’t be too loud or edgy. We like to give some diversity with the 
acts we book within our four-week span of shows. So we book a little something for every-
body: pop, blues, rock-n-roll, singer/songwriters,” says Rollin Riggs, formerly of Resource 
Entertainment. “Being in the music business, we’re able to find some unknown bands and 
give people something new. And we’ve worked with Cory for several years now. He’s really 
savvy about the music business too, and working together on the series has gone so well.”

The Laurelwood Unplugged Series has had some pretty incredible talent on its outdoor 
stage. “When the series started, we featured only female artists because I hadn’t seen any-
thing that focused on female musicians and acts. We had Valerie June, who’s killing it now, 
Grace Askew, who was on The Voice and even Joyce Cobb, who’s such a strong woman and 
still performing,” says Prewitt. “After about three years, we expanded the series and opened 
it up to other artists to make it even more impactful. Memphis has hundreds of talented 
musicians. We had Blind Mississippi Morris play in the courtyard of our shopping center! 
How cool is that?!”

MAKING BEAUT FUL

MUSIC

Laurelwood Shopping  
Center hit all the right  
notes again in its Unplugged 
Music Series. 

by SHOSHANA CENKER
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A
Four unique bands played in this year’s Unplugged Series. Kicking 
off the first show was AIRSIDE, with Kyle Pruzina on lead vocals 
and guitar, Kevin Stephens on drums, Holden Hastings on guitar 
and background vocals, and Will Farmer on bass. The band’s been 
playing together since 2014 and has been busy. “We’ve played at 
The New Daisy and the Hi-Tone many times — opening for other 
artists and also putting on our own shows,” says Farmer. “We’ve also 
played Grizzlies games at FedExForum and have consistently played 
at Alfred’s on Beale. One pretty cool thing we did last October – we 
were the house band for the Dallas Lone Star Emmy Awards show.” 

AIRSIDE was on the road touring last summer. “We did 36 dates 
in 75 days playing about 40 states in the U.S. and overseas in Po-
land and Estonia,” says Sam Garrett, the band’s manager. “They had 
great success in Poland and Estonia, so this year they’re heading back 
there, including other European countries.” The timing of Laurel-
wood’s Unplugged Series in April was just right for these local mu-
sicians, who released an EP, On The Run, at Rock The Daisy at the 
New Daisy Theatre the same month. Recorded at Royal Studios, it 
was produced and engineered by three-time Grammy winner, Boo 
Mitchell. With elements of pop, funk, soul and alternative and indie 
rock, plus influences from Walk The Moon, Maroon 5, Michael 
Jackson and The 1975, AIRSIDE’s sound is “pure awesomeness,” 
says Garrett. “They’re unique in that they play heavy pop music with 
a strong infusion of guitar, which gives them an alternative-rock 
sound. They had a great experience playing Laurelwood. They loved 
it and got great feedback and new fans.” “Laurelwood was a lot a 

fun.” adds Farmer. “It has a great atmosphere. We’d love to play 
there again.”

 AIRSIDE just finished their full-length album. Singles will 
 be available this winter and the full album release should  
 come in February 2018.

The next artist to play the Unplugged Series was none other than 
local Blues legend, Blind Mississippi Morris. “He’s one of the 
original blues guys here and a great harmonica player.” says Joanna 
Sabine, Junior Producer at Resource Entertainment. “People 

Blind Mississippi Morris



M
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packed the courtyard for this show. It was a really cool, intimate 
show and worked really well in that atmosphere.” Blind Mississippi 
Morris has been playing the blues for 50 years now and has had 
the opportunity to perform in 13 countries, play with mega stars 
like Carrie Underwood and even work on movies. “I like to take 
things to another level, but keep the foundation of the music,” says 
Morris. “I believe that the thread of the blues that comes out of 
Mississippi has got to be maintained. We have to play with convic-
tion in the notes. I always enjoy playing Laurelwood Unplugged. A 
lot of people don’t go to Beale Street downtown, so it’s nice to play 
for them at Laurelwood and bring that authentic sound. It was a 
great crowd, and they received me very well.”

 When asked about a new release, Morris says he plans to
 release a new album by the end of 2017.

The Mighty Souls Brass Band filled the stage with incredible 
talent and energy for their show. The band is a rotating collective 
of Memphis musicians led by Sean Murphy. “At the Unplugged 
performance, the band consisted of myself, sousaphone/band-
leader; Jim Spake, tenor saxophone; Tom Lonardo, drums; Jason 
Yasinsky, trombone; Tom Clary, trumpet/lead vocals; and Logan 
Hanna, guitar,” says Murphy. Playing shows since November 2012, 
Mighty Souls Brass Band averages about 90 performances a year in 

the Mid-South region. “Our music is Memphis Soul meets New 
Orleans Funk with a strong bent of originality,” says Murphy of 
the band’s sound and style. “We had a great time playing at Lau-
relwood! Unfortunately, there just aren’t that many viable venues 
in East Memphis and that’s really a shame because there’s a great 
community of music lovers in that part of the city. The Laurel-
wood Unplugged Series is great because it offers a family-friendly 
outdoor venue at a reasonable hour – not something you see too 
often around here.” 

 Mighty Souls Brass Band’s debut album Lift Up! was   
 released on Blue Barrel Records in 2015. They are working   
 on a new release in the near future.

Rounding out the 2017 series was the The Brennan Villines Trio. 
“They played some original songs and pop cover songs, but with 
a jazzy feel,” says Joanna Sabine, junior producer at Resource En-
tertainment. “They’re very soulful. And they use some vocal effects 
during live shows that’s really cool.” The band, which includes 
vocalist Brennan Villines, Neal Bowen on bass and Ryan Peel on 
drums, has been playing together for about 10 years. “I’m a pop 
crooner-style singer,” says Villines. “I have influences in soul, jazz 
and pop music. I’ll be releasing two new solo projects this fall. You 
will hear a different direction that includes electronic, ambient and 



Bmore modern-leaning sounds. We love playing Laurelwood. The 
audiences are always so supportive. It’s rare to find an establish-
ment such as a shopping center that really supports something like 
this. It’s also rare to play a gig and have the whole place quiet with 
their full attention on the artist.”

Shows with more intimate settings require the musicians to get 
more involved with the crowd and it allows them to express their 
musicality a little more than they could on a big stage. It’s an  
all-around good experience when musicians interact with people  
in the crowd. 

“There’s not a lot of places in East Memphis to watch live music – 
that isn’t a smoky bar,” says Prewitt. “The Laurelwood Unplugged 
Series is a great family-friendly event and it’s free. Bring your dog, 
maybe a bottle of wine and enjoy Mempops, which is at every 

show. The musicians are so personable and tell stories in between 
songs. It’s just a nice time to spend a couple hours on a weekday, 
and I really love seeing how happy it makes people.” u

 The Brennan Villines Trio’s latest full album release  
 entitled Free (2015) is available online. There are several
 new releases from 2016 on iTunes and Spotify. For more  
 information, visit BrennanVillines.com, Brennan Villines   
 Music on Facebook or @brennanvillines on instagram.

The Brennan Villines Trio
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CULTURE B Fashion

by AUGUSTA CAMPBELL

Memphis weather 

is full of surprises 

that keep even the 

most stylish set guessing when to 

bundle up or when to get bare. No 

matter what the temperature, easy 

and chic ensembles are always 

appropriate and readily available 

at Laurelwood Shopping Center. 

The boutiques are always prepared 

when it comes to delivering the 

very best — and this year, it’s all 

about the mix. Layers, colors,  

and textures add on or peel off  

effortlessly depending on the  

fickle weather. But, the looks  

always strike a balance and make 

getting dressed the most fun and 

simple part of your day. Seasonal Mix
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BLU D’OR SETS THE SCENE WITH 
THE MOST LUX INTERIOR.  

On her: Fox and wool cape from King 
Furs & Fine Jewelry, dress and shoes 

from Sache, Bracelets and earrings from 
Sissy’s Log Cabin. On him: Blazer, button 
down, and trousers, all from Baer’s Den. 
Eyeglasses and shoes from James Davis. 

L AU R E LW O O D  m a g a z i n e  |  43

Seasonal Mix
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GREY IS HERE TO STAY AND IT IS 
ALWAYS A HANDSOME CHOICE. Suit, 
knit tie, dress shirt; all from James Davis. Rose 
gold Rolex from Sissy’s Log Cabin. 



CHIC IN SILVER. Dress from 
Joseph. Gold and diamond cuff, 

chain and pendant necklace, 
diamond hoop earrings, gold 
ring, chain bracelet; all from 

Sissy’s Log Cabin. 
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CASUAL BUT PULLED 
TOGETHER MEANS 

SHE’S IN CHARGE. Ruched 
blazer from Baer’s Den. White 

tank from Joseph. Earrings, 
necklace, and bracelet from 

Sissy’s Log Cabin.



DRESSING DOWN IS 
STILL A HANDSOME 
EVENT. Outerwear vest, 
button down, and chinos; 

all from Orvis.
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WALKING IN STYLE. On him: Waxed driving 
jacket from Orvis. Sunglasses, button down,  

camel sweater, jeans, and leather high top sneakers; 
James Davis. Rolex watch from Sissy’s Log Cabin. 

On her: Classic trench coat and white button down 
from J. McLaughlin. Jeans, sunglasses, and shoes from 

Joseph.  Jewelry from Sissy’s Log Cabin.



CAMOUFLAGE AND EMERALDS LOOK 
JUST RIGHT IN THIS CASUAL BUT 
SHARP OUTFIT. Fox hooded camo jacket 
from King Furs & Fine Jewelry. Emerald, diamond, 
and white gold necklace from Sissy’s Log Cabin.

SPECIAL THANK YOU

Jay Adkin, photographer

Adam Kulzuny, COLORS Talent Agency

Kristen Dye, COLORS Talent Agency

Scot Robinson, hair stylist, Pavo Salon

Megan Kitterlin, make up artist, Pavo Salon

Augusta Campbell, wardrobe stylist
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Babcock Gifts is honored to have provided Memphis’s 
premier selection of unique and elegant gifts for over 40 years.

Timeless Gifts For Special Moments

4538 Poplar Ave.  |  Memphis, TN 38117  |  (901) 763-0700   |  www.babcockgifts.com





Laurelwood Shopping Center | 420 S. Grove Park Road | Memphis, TN 38117
901.207.4392 |      @BluDorMemphis

456 Southwest Drive | Jonesboro, AR 72401 
870.336.1435 |      @BluDorJonesboro

901.207.4392 |      @BluDorMemphis

Blu D’or Interiors is a retail furniture store offering upholstery, lighting, rugs, case goods, 
original art and accessories. With shops in both Memphis and Jonesboro and a wide 

array of lines, we have become a go-to source for consumers and designers.

870.336.1435 |      @BluDorJonesboro



CULTURE B Interiors
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 Be Our Guest
Any dinner soiree will be an  

elegant and memorable success 
with these designs from  

Babcock Gifts.



ELEGANCE AT ITS BEST
Princess Victoria dinner and salad 
plate by Herend. Edgy charger by 
Annieglass. Napkin by Karen Lee 

Ballard. Placemat by Skyros.  
Creamer, sugar bowl and gravy  

boat by Herend. Mille Nuit  
champagne flute by Baccarat.  

Crystal bowl by Baccarat.
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SPRINGTIME BRUNCH Anna Weatherley Designs Spring 
in Budapest dinner and salad plate. Baccarat goblet. Simply Anna 
Polka charger by Anna Weatherley Designs . Lins Lace placemat. 

Karen Lee Ballard napkin. Wallace sterling silver flatware.



A MODERN TWIST Anna Weatherley Designs charger. 
Exotic butterflies dinner plate hand-painted in Hungary by 

Anna Weatherley Designs. SFerra placemat. Sterling flatware by 
Reed & Barton. LeJacqund France napkin. Harman napkin ring. 

English antique sterling plated goblets c. 1880. Michael Wain 
Wright Truro gold square tray and bowl.
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GIVE THANKS
Aurora Grey dinner plate 
by Julia Knight. Stag Ultra 
salad plate by Pickard. 
Bodrum organic napkin. 
Match pewter flatware. 
Placemat by Calaisio.  
Antique silver basket  
c. 1865. Wine goblet  
by Simon Pierce.  
Champagne flute by  
Baccarat. Turkey  
figurine by Herend.
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HOLIDAY STYLE
Charger hand-made in 

Italy by Arte Italica. Lenox 
Eternal dinner plate from the 

Dimension Collection. Fish 
bone China Holiday salad 

plate from Lenox American 
by Design. Bodrum placemat. 
SFerra napkin. Bodrum napkin 
ring. Gold flatware by Reed & 
Barton. Serving tray by Reed 
& Barton. Ruby wine goblet 

by William Yeoward.



Laurelwood Shopping Center | 374 S Grove Park Rd 
Memphis   Jackson   Oxford   Hattiesburg   Covington

901.818.2741



Furniture - Mirrors - Art - Lamps - Rugs - Accessories
“A Great Look for a Great Price”

Laurelwood Shopping Center | 374 S Grove Park Rd 
Memphis   Jackson   Oxford   Hattiesburg   Covington

901.761.8982

Furniture - Mirrors - Art - Lamps - Rugs - Accessories
“A Great Look for a Great Price”



Jack and Rose had the heart 
of the ocean, and the British 
monarchy has the famed en-

gagement ring worn by both Princess 
Diana and Duchess Catherine. But 
this statement piece from Sissy’s Log 
Cabin rivals them both. This nearly 
8-carat tanzanite center stone spar-
kles with a deep purple-blue hue, 
surrounded by more than 2 carats 
of diamonds, encased in 18-carat 
white gold. This precious gemstone is 
known for its high-end quality, and 
is sure to turn heads wherever  
you go. For pricing inquiries, 
contact Sissy’s Log Cabin,  
901-834-0067.

LAURELWOOD LUX

64 |  L AU R E LW O O D  m a g a z i n e



GEAR UP FOR YOUR NEXT 

GREAT ADVENTURE
ORVIS MEMPHIS

Laurelwood Shopping Ctr   |   4556 Poplar Ave, Memphis, TN  |  901-767-3592  |  orvis.com

Hours: Mon-Sat: 10-7; Sun: 12-6

              @orvismemphis
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